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Jacob Blesses His Family (Genesis 48 – 50)
 
Main Point: God works all things together for His plan and purpose.
 
Key Verse: [God] works out everything to fit His plan and purpose. – Ephesians1:11b
                    
Materials: A chain (optional), paper strips with verses of God (one per student), blank strips of paper (one per student), markers, stapler or tape.
 
Personal Connection:
·      Say: I want you to think about a chain for a moment. Show your chain. (If you don't have one, ask the students to imagine a chain.) What are some words that you would use to describe a chain? Strong, sturdy, reliable. Chains are all of those things. Now, think about how a chain is made. A chain is made up of many small links, each one intersected with the one before it and the one after it. Each individual LINK isn't much on its own, is it? But put together, links form a strong chain that can't be broken.
·      Say: Joseph's life was like a LINK in the chain of God's plan. When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, they were separated from God. Everyone since Adam and Eve has also sinned and is separated from God. By His grace, God promised to send a Savior (Genesis 3:15). From the beginning of time, God linked people and events together to keep that promise. The purpose of Joseph's life was to protect his family from the famine so that one day, way down the road, Jesus, the Savior, would be born in the line of his brother, Judah. As incredible as Joseph’s life was, it was just one small part of God's perfect plan to bring people to Himself. God wants to use our lives in the same way! The only difference is that instead of waiting for the promise of Jesus like Joseph and his family were, we get to experience Jesus NOW and spread the good news of His saving act for us. This is the truly amazing part we get to play in God's perfect plan. Remember, even when something seems really bad in your life, God can use it for great things, just like in Joseph’s life!
Hands on Application:
·      Say: Today, we're going to make a chain to remind us of how God links the events in our lives together to carry out His plan. Have each student take a strip of paper with a verse on it as well as a blank strip. Have them write their name on their blank strip and decorate it with markers.
·      When students are about finished decorating, say: It looks like we're all about done decorating. Now, we're going to make a chain to symbolize God’s plan for us. Start the chain by having one student read her verse strip aloud. Have her staple or tape it into a circular chain link. Then have that same student make a link out of her name strip, attaching it to the verse link. Have that student pass the chain to the student next to her. One by one, have the students read their promises aloud, and then attach their promise and their name to the chain. The finished chain should alternate verses and names. Continue until all students have added their links.
Group Discussion:
·      Say: Look at the chain we made! This is a great reminder that all of us are a part of the chain of God's plan. God wants to use each one of you to love other people and tell them about the forgiveness we find when we put our trust in Jesus. Then those people will be added to the chain, and so on, and so on! (After kids are dismissed, all Huddle Group chains should be collected and joined into one large chain, and added to the Joseph chain. This chain will be displayed at the beginning of next week’s large group teaching time for review.)
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will remember that God has their entire lives planned out and that He is in control of what happens to them, and that God works all things together for His plan and purpose. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. Then you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem. You will be my witnesses in all Judea and Samaria. And you will be my witnesses from one end of the earth to the other. – Acts 1:8

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

When we tell you these things, we do not use words that come from human wisdom. Instead, we speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths. – 1 Corinthians 2:13

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

So cheer each other up with the hope you have. Build each other up. In fact, that's what you are doing. – 1 Thessalonians 5:11

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Don't be proud at all. Be completely gentle. Be patient. Put up with one another in love. – Ephesians 4:2

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel. It is the good news of peace through Jesus Christ. He is Lord of all. – Acts 10:36

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

We are telling you the good news. What God promised our people long ago he has done for us, their children. He has raised up Jesus. – Acts 13:32-33

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

We are bringing you good news. Turn away from these worthless things. Turn to the living God. He is the one who made the heavens and the earth and the sea. He made everything in them. – Acts 14:15

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Now you will give witness to all people about what you have seen and heard. – Acts 22:15

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him. He appointed them to be saved in keeping with his purpose. – Romans 8:28
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
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God is working in you. He wants your plans and your acts to be in keeping with His good purpose. – Philippians 2:13

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

So admit to one another that you have sinned. Pray for one another so that you might be healed. The prayer of a godly person is powerful. It makes things happen. – James 5:15

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an example for the believers in what you say and in how you live. Also set an example in how you love and in what you believe. Show the believers how to be pure. – 1 Timothy 4:12

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 









